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Commissioner for Patents 

The reply filed on October 14, 2005 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following omission(s) or 
matter(s): Applicant has identified multiple claims that do not read on the elected species. Applicant has elected from the species A-4 
(tantalum) and B-l (a single CMP removal step). Applicant then points to claims 54-59, 6 1, 63-65 and 74-86 to read upon the elected 
species. The examiner first notes that Applicant's election of claim 86 is in direct contradiction to their non-election of claim 62. 
Further, the Applicant has elected tantalum, not tantalum nitride and therefore neither claim 62 nor 86 should be elected. Further, 
since Applicants have elected tantalum, then claims 61 and 85 do not read on the species elected, since tantalum is a conductive layer 
that is never taught in Applicant's specification to be a barrier layer. Finally and most notably, the examiner notes that all claims 74- 
86 are directed to the process of more than one CMP removal step (see Figure 9B and accompanying specification), and are certainly 
not generic. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or 
THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in 
order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 
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